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Felon convicted of possessing firearm, faces  

sentencing as Armed Career Criminal 
  
 A federal jury in Providence has convicted Alberto Rodriguez, 36, of being a felon in 

possession of a firearm when he fled from a car last November and tossed away a handgun.  The 

government will ask that Rodriguez, who has prior convictions for assault and drug trafficking, 

be sentenced as an Armed Career Criminal, which carries a minimum 15-year sentence.  

 United States Attorney Robert Clark Corrente announced the verdict, which the jury 

returned yesterday after about three hours of deliberation and a three-day trial before U.S. 

District Court Judge William E. Smith.  Rodriguez, of 27 Hawking Street, Providence, is 

detained at the Rhode Island Adult Correctional Institutions pending sentencing, which is 

scheduled for December 17 in U.S. District Court, Providence. 

 During the trial, Assistant U.S. Attorney Richard W. Rose presented evidence that, on 

November 28, 2003, Rodriguez fled from a car that Providence Police officers were pursuing and 

tossed away a handgun.  

 At about 12:45 AM on November 28, which was the morning after Thanksgiving, Officer 

Scott Petrocchi observed a car make a left turn onto Glenbridge Avenue without signaling.  
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Officer Petrocchi activated his cruiser’s lights and siren, but the car continued down Glenbridge  

Avenue.  Officers Shawn Kennedy and Martin Hames, Jr, in another cruiser, boxed the car in and 

forced it to stop.  However, a passenger, later identified as Rodriguez, fled the car just before it 

stopped.  Officers Petrocchi and Kennedy chased Rodriguez on foot and saw him drop a 

handgun.  After a chase through backyards off Glenbridge Avenue, they arrested Rodriguez at 

gunpoint.  Officers Petrocchi and Hames then found the gun that Rodriguez had tossed away. 

 The statutory maximum penalty for being a felon in possession of a firearm is ten years in 

federal prison and a $250,000 fine.  However, citing Rodriguez’s past convictions for assault 

with a dangerous weapon and drug trafficking, the government has filed notice that it will ask 

that he be deemed an Armed Career Criminal, which carries a minimum sentence of 15 years in 

federal prison and a maximum of life. 

 Providence Police and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms investigated the 

case.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Rose prosecuted it.  
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